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PRESS RELEASE

Joe McAlinden Produces Glorious Argyll-inspired album, 'In the Wild Country' for Creative Scotland Talent Development Project MusicMakesMe
In the summer of 2015, eight professional musician-composers from Argyll were brought together to record an album in a village hall on the banks of Loch Fyne with Scottish musician Joe McAlinden and Grammy award-winning sound engineer David Donaldson. Conceived as a Talent Development project for musicians in Argyll by Creative Director of The Walking Theatre Co., Sadie Dixon-Spain, the result is a richly diverse and engaging set of songs released as the album ‘In The Wild Country’.


Of the two Gaelic tracks on the album, each sung by Joy Dunlop (Pan-Celtic Traditional Singer of the Year 2015), Is Duine Me, exemplifies the project’s collaborative approach, with an arrangement developed by Joe, Joy and Nick Lewis (on slide guitar) from the clarsach prologue composed by Pippa Reid-Foster (2013 BBC Radio Scotland Young Trad. Musician semi-finalist). 

If You Were A Bird was brought in by Eddi Price as a single couplet and melody accompanied by an evocative arpeggio. The producer’s approach provided Eddi with the structure and inspiration to write the lyrics overnight. As Joe said, “The result, when Eddi came back in the next morning, was unexpectedly haunting and lovely.”

A fragile soundscape recording by Clair Tierney on Islay during her honeymoon provided the initial rhythmic counterpoint to a riff David Fee had been playing about with for a while. With another layer added by Eddi Price on her guitar, David remembered a lyric he’d written a while back about the attractions of alcohol called Gravity Is Calling. This began a process in which the song metamorphosed into a weird but enchanting duet of love between himself and Clair.

With high levels of musicianship and wildly contrasting styles from hugely varying traditions, the sessions were an outstanding success, with Joe and David both declaring themselves delighted with the results which provide real insight into the vibrant and varied state of Argyll music.
Sadie Dixon-Spain commented, “Ours is an area of outstanding beauty, … yet immersion in this extraordinary setting also brings isolation, distance and disconnection. Many of us find it extremely hard to continue to develop our work and practise … which is why it was a huge privilege to bring this group together.”

The album will be available to purchase via the MusicMakesMe.scot website, downloadable via iTunes, and available on Spotify, from the 27th of May 2016. 

ENDS.
NOTES TO EDITORS

1. For more information and images contact The Walking Theatre Company via email info@thewalkingtheatrecompany.com or call 01369 510 610.

2. The ‘Into The Wild Country’ album was recorded in its entirety at Strathlachlan Village Hall, in the Cowal Peninsula.
3. Musicians who contributed to ‘In the Wild Country’ are Joy Dunlop, Pippa Reid-Foster, Clair Tierney, Alana-Kathryn Mathers, Nick Lewis, David Fee, Martin Toye and Eddi Price. All were living or working in Argyll at the time of the sessions.
4. Creative Scotland is the national development agency for the arts, screen and creative industries. It distributes money from Scottish Government and the National Lottery through a series of funding programmes which allow artists, practitioners and organisations to apply for financial support to develop talent, create new work, and support widening access and participation.

5. The award-winning Walking Theatre Company is based in rural Argyll and produces acclaimed work all over Scotland. Its unique brand of interactive ‘walking’ theatre literally takes audiences on a journey, both physically and creatively, walking through any environment. Sadie Dixon-Spain, Founder of the Walking Theatre Company, was chosen by Creative Scotland to lead its Talent Development Initiative in Argyll.  

6. Joe McAlinden is a classically trained singer/songwriter/producer, who writes and records music from his studio in Argyll, and is just about to release his second album on Edwyn Collins AED Records under the moniker _Linden. He has a band called Superstar who were originally signed to Creation Records in 1992 by Alan McGee and, up until 2000, released around seven albums. He has played/written/collaborated with many people including Rod Stewart, Edwyn Collins, Teenage Fanclub, Big Star/Alex Chilton, Eugene Kelly (The Vaselines), The Boy Hairdressers, NOM, BMX Bandits, Matthew Sweer, artists Jim Lambie and Iain Forsyth & Jane Pollard, novelist Alan Warner, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Brighouse & Rastrick Brass Band, Brianna Corrigan (The Beautiful South). He has also written for Channel Five, Disney ABC, Sky One, Sky Sports, Sky HD and Vodafone. Joe has also penned music for three Tartan Short films – Hardnut, Billy & Zorba, and The Corkscrew Road.

7. David Donaldson is a graduate from the SAE in Glasgow whose 17 year career has covered almost every facet of sound production from recording, producing and mastering live bands to his recent music productions for both commercial release and film. He has enjoyed a long working relationship with Glasgow born composer Craig Armstrong programming and co-producing on over twelve films and various commercial and artistic projects.  In 2001 he won a Grammy Award for producing and engineering the soundtrack for “Ray”, a biopic about the life of Ray Charles.  He has just completed working on the new Frankenstein film for release later this year. David has recently finished working on his first work for Cryptic’s “The Embassy" as well as working on Mirror Music’s second album in collaboration with Silicone Soul’s Graeme Reedie; to be released on the Darkroom Dubs label in the near future.  He is currently working on a neo-classical piece exploring shared themes within music and science.

